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Rejoicing in the Fact

That Hashem is Our 
King and Judge

By Rabbi David Ashear



Parashat Nitzavim begins with Moshe Rabbenu telling Beneh Yisrael, אתם נצבים היום כלכם לפני ה' אלקיכם - "You are standing today, all of you, before Hashem your G-d."  The Zohar explains the word היום ("today") in this pasuk as referring to Rosh Hashanah.  Moshe assembled the people on Rosh Hashanah, as Rashi explains, to give them encouragement. 


Many are confused as to what they are supposed to be thinking about on Rosh Hashanah.  It's a day of judgment, yet it is not a day of teshuvah.  What is Rosh Hashanah really about?


The Gemara comments that Hashem commands us to recite the Rosh Hashanah prayers כדי שתמליכוני עליכם - so that we crown Hashem king over us, and כדי שיעלה זכרונכם לפני לטובה - so He remembers us favorably.  Hashem Himself has told us what we are supposed to do on Rosh Hashanah: we are to crown Him as our king.


Of course, Hashem is already our king.  What, then, does the Gemara mean when it says that we should crown Hashem as our king?


The pasuk in Sefer Nehemyah (chapter 8) describes Rosh Hashanah as a festive day of celebration, and concludes, כי חדות ה' היא מעוזכם - rejoicing in Hashem is our source of strength.

Hashem Wants Us to be

Happy About His Kingship


Hashem wants us to be happy about His kingship. We should feel that there's nothing we want more than for our lives to be in His hands. Hashem governs the world in His infinite wisdom, strength, kindness, mercy, justice and love.


Our hearts should be filled with joy when we recite the pesukim in the Rosh Hashanah prayers about Hashem's kingship.  And when we recite the words, ותמלוך אתה הוא ה' לבדך, we should emphasize the word לבדך ("by yourself"), taking note of the fact that we do not want to be under anyone's else's control or authority - only under Hashem's, because we know that nobody cares for us or wants the best for us like Hashem does. 


The Sefer Ha'ikrim writes that one earns a favorable sentence on Rosh Hashanah by reciting the Amidah of Musaf and believing in the three tenets it embodies: Hashem's existence, the doctrine of reward of punishment, and the divine origin of the Torah.  Rosh Hashanah is not about us; it is about Hashem.  The more joyous we are over His rule, and the more we believe in His Providence, the greater the praise we are giving.

Overcoming One’s Feelings of Resentment


If somebody is facing difficult problems in his life, and he has reason not to rejoice over Hashem's rule, yet he overcomes his feelings of resentment and trusts that the King of kings knows what He is doing, and he is thus able to rejoice on Rosh Hashanah, knowing that there's nothing better for him than being under Hashem's Providence - this is the ultimate expression of praise to Hashem.


About such a person Hashem says, as it were, "Look at this individual - despite the difficult time he is having in his life, with all his pain and heartache, He still wants Me!"  There is nothing more beautiful than this.


The shofar we blow on Rosh Hashanah is bent, symbolizing the fact that we must bend and subjugate ourselves to Hashem's will.  One day, we will see that His will is only to help us and bring us benefit.  Until then, though, our praises and joy are so powerful. 


Some people ask themselves, "How can I come to another Rosh Hashanah? I am in the same positon I was in last year.  I prayed my heart out last year, and there was no change."  If they can come despite these feelings and joyously crown Hashem as their king, saying, "If Hashem did not change my situation this past year, this must be because He knows this is the best situation for me to be in," this is the ultimate praise. 


May we all appreciate the great privilege we have of being under Hashem's constant Providence and care, of having Him guide and help us throughout our lives.  In that merit, may we be granted a year of blessings, health and good fortune, amen.

Reprinted from the September 15, 2017 email of Emunah Daily.

Israel, Ukraine, Plan for Massive Rosh Hashanah Pilgrimage to Uman

By Arutz Sheva
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United Hatzalah's Dov Maisel and Rabbi Hillel Cohen at meeting in Ukraine


In preparation for the tens of thousands of Jewish visitors who will be heading to Uman, Ukraine, for Rosh Hashanah, an Israeli delegation of representatives from emergency services met with representatives of the Ukrainian government.


High ranking Ukrainian officials from the police and emergency medical services, as well regional and local government officials, took part in the meeting, which aimed to create a plan of action enabling a smoother, safer, holiday for the throngs of visitors.


Each year, tens of thousands of Jewish worshipers head to the city of Uman, where the grave of Rebbe Nachman of Breslov is located, for the Rosh Hashanah holiday.


A rise in visits has been documented in previous years, and it is expected that the number of visitors this year will be even greater than in previous years.


Included in the delegation were representatives from Israeli Police, Israel’s National Security Council, United Hatzalah Vice President of Operations Dov Maisel, United Hatzalah's Ukraine Region Rabbi Hillel Cohen, the Foreign and Interior ministries, and businessman Levy Edri. Participants spoke about the challenges that the local authorities will face, as well as how each organization could assist in meeting those challenges.


The meeting follows a recent meeting between United Hatzalah leadership and Ukraine’s acting Health Minister Ulana Suprun.


Following the discussion, Maisel spoke about United Hatzalah’s role this coming year and how it differs from the role the organization played during previous years.


“It’s going to be much bigger,” Maisel said. “United Hatzalah will be taking over the operation of the local medical clinic in Uman and will be in charge of providing all of the staff and funding for its operation over the entire holiday.”


“We will be upgrading the facilities from previous years and investing heavily in creating a higher level of medical service, staffed by EMTs, paramedics, nurses and doctors both local and international in order to provide the best coverage possible.”


The clinic will be set up in the Klaus facility adjacent to the gravesite of Rebbe Nachman z”l.


Maisel noted that in addition to running the clinic, local as well as international EMS volunteers from United Hatzalah will be providing first response medical treatment throughout the area over the course of the holiday.

Reprinted from the August 1, 2018 email of Arutz Sheva.

A Message from the Kalever Rebbe for Rosh Hashanah

Hope Unto Hashem
	
 




To my precious and holy Jewish family, 



Yes, every Jew is my family, for we are truly one family, beloved children of our holy Father and King on high, Avinu Malkeinu HaKadosh Boruch Hu. I write to you before Rosh HaShana 5778 with a most personal message flowing from a heart filled with love and hope for all of Klal Yisrael. 

You see, I always thank Hashem for every day of life He has granted me. Like all people, I have lived through good times and bad. I have seen the horrors of the holocaust and the gift of rebuilding families in its aftermath.


But I also witnessed many people who had lost faith after experiencing the horrors of that most terrible period in our history. 

In fact, I recall what happened to me 70 years ago, in the year 5708 (1948), when I arrived in the United States from Romania. At that time, I was one of the few children in America who wore Payos openly, curled in front. One day, I was walking along the street in Boro Park when a Jew suddenly approached me and pulled on my Payos with tremendous anger. He raged that it makes Jews look bad to display their Yiddishkeit in such a public fashion. 

Like many others, this tortured soul distanced himself from religion and tradition following the tremendous test of faith that took place after the horrors of the Holocaust, as well as in the face of the many temptations and lusts presented by life in America. 

I dare not judge that poor Jewish brother of ours. I have no doubt he suffered terribly. But it broke my heart to realize that he, and so many of our precious brothers and sisters, had given up on thousands of years of holy Jewish history and turned their backs on Hashem and His holy Torah, the very lifeblood of our nation.


At that time, the predictions regarding the future of Orthodox Jewry were most dire. Most sociologists and psychologists argued that it would be impossible for Jews to follow their ancestral customs against the tide of society. They declared that within fifty years, Orthodox Judaism would disappear in the United States.


Sadly, during that same era, the prospects for a vibrantly growing Torah Judaism in the Holy Land, Eretz Yisrael, was not much better. Unfortunately, many of the Jewish leaders involved in the founding of the State of Israel, harbored animosity and resentment toward our holy religion. They exerted tremendous effort to suppress Torah Judaism from flourishing in the nascent state. They regarded Torah practice as archaic and incompatible with the development of a modern Jewish state. They predicted that within fifty years, Tzitzis and Tefillin would only be seen in museums. 

Thankfully, the reality that followed proved them wrong. Against all odds, authentic Torah Yiddishkeit rejuvenated and became stronger and more popular. Torah-true schools, educating boys and girls separately, proliferated. Yeshivos and Kollelim opened for Torah scholars. Tens of thousands of Baalei Teshuvah joined the Torah community. And yes, fifty years after proclamations of its demise, Torah true Yiddishkeit is thriving as evidenced by the Tzitzis and Tefillin proudly worn by hundreds of thousands of Jews in many places throughout the world. 

But, the Yetzer Hara is a wily nemesis who comes back to haunt us in new and insidious guises. Over the past twenty years a new temptation and test has arisen to challenge our community. I speak of the internet which has invaded our homes and threatens the sanctity of the Jewish family. Tragically, it introduces our children to false and corrupting ideologies, tempts them with all manner of depravity and has induced many of them to abandon their faith. And once again, experts in sociology and psychology forecast a bleak future for Torah education and Torah observance. 

But, I am gratified that we are addressing this latest threat and succeeding in thwarting its damaging influence. With the guidance of leading Rabbis and Torah educators, many thousands of Jewish homes are either outright banishing this menace or installing appropriate means and measures to filter out its corrosive elements. Yeshivos and other Torah educational institutions have survived this latest threat and continue to infuse the light and joy of Torah into the minds and hearts of our precious Jewish children.


This begs the question, how, in fact, did we succeed beyond all logical expectations to create and sustain flourishing Torah life in the United States, Eretz Yisroel and throughout the world? 

The answer lies in a fundamental Torah teaching. Our Sages taught: “Haba Letaher, Mesayin Oso” – “one who comes to be purified, is helped (from Above)”!


When we resolve to commit ourselves to following the will of our Almighty Creator, we are given a special Siyata D’Shmaya – help from Heaven to overcome all temptations, obstacles and challenges that would otherwise stand in our way. The critical key, however, is to always maintain hope in Hashem’s merciful beneficence, and never despair. 

No challenge to our holy and religious commitments to live our lives in accordance with our precious Torah is insurmountable when we realize that Hashem is always there to help us overcome every obstacle. We can never give in to despair once we understand that the infinite, loving Divine Father and King in Heaven will guide us and strengthen us if we simply dedicate our lives to following the beautiful path of Life He has charted for us through the gift of Torah and Teshuva.


This message is particularly, relevant as we prepare for Rosh HaShana in anticipation of a brand-new year. We must recognize that no matter the challenges we face, we must never lose hope; we must cherish every dear moment of life and seek to make it better. 

We explicitly articulate this idea in the special Psalm we recite after davening throughout the High Holiday season. After expressing confidence in Hashem’s divine protection, King David concluded Psalm 27 with the following inspirational encouragement, “Kaveh el Hashem, Chazak V’Yaametz Libecha V’Kaveh el Hashem” – Hope unto Hashem, strengthen yourself and He will fortify your heart, and hope unto Hashem. 

The obvious question is why the verse repeats the directive to “hope unto Hashem.” But the answer is obvious. The Yetzer Hara keeps coming back with new and ever more difficult tests. This is ultimately how we grow to become stronger, better people. And King David, whose life was a series of tests and tribulations assures us that as long as we maintain hope in Hashem and never give up, Hashem will help us rise to a stronger place. 

I have witnessed loss of hope in many young people, and even more adults, who thus hold themselves back from returning in Teshuvah. I saw this clearly when I once visited a high-security prison to give encouragement to Jewish prisoners. Not one of them wanted to think about strengthening their Judaism, because they had given up all hope. 

The holy Baal Shem Tov, ZT”L taught that when a Jew falls into depression and despair, the Yetzer Hara regards this as a victory since it becomes very difficult to actualize one’s potential amidst despair. The message of the high holidays is that with the help of Hashem, there is never reason to despair. 

On a most personal note, I speak from experience in this matter. Over the past several years I have been suffering from a debilitating medical condition that has drastically impaired my ability to function properly. Many people urged me to slow down my pace and relax. But I have taken to heart the message of hope inherent in these days. I thank Hashem for helping people develop the technologies that allow me to continue His holy work. And as long as I can help another Jew, I will not cease to exert every possible effort to do so. 

On Rosh Hashana we sound the Shofar by blowing into a ram’s horn. We show that even if the only thing left we can do is breathe, we can still fulfill the will of Hashem and provide encouragement and hope to another Jew. This confounds the Yetzer Hara who sees that nothing he can do will prevent us from clinging to the path of Torah and Mitzvos. 

Additionally, the sound of the Shofar is a rallying call to remain steadfast in our battle against the Yetzer Hara. Though the tests and nisyonos confront us in many ways, we never give up hope. Whether it is the taunts of a tortured soul against a young boy with Payos, or the ravages of serious disease, we must always be “Kaveh el Hashem.” 

My dear precious brothers and sisters, take this message to heart, strengthen yourselves always in the holy and precious path of Torah and Mitzvos. Never give up hope. And Hashem will always give you the strength to endure. In this merit, He will bless you all with a new year filled with bountiful joy and blessing. A Gut GeBentched year to all!  (Special Thanks to: Rabbi Avraham Shalom Farber and Yehudah Leib Meth, for the Translation)
Reprinted from last year’s September 19, 2017 email of the Kalever Rebbe.

Rav Avigdor Miller On Learning What's Important Before Time Runs Out


QUESTION: Can the Rav give us some specific advice for us to work on in order to be zoicheh ba'din this week?


ANSWER: What advice can I give you as hachanah, preparation for Rosh Hashanah?! I was speaking about this for the last hour [Tape E-247 "Greater Than the Universe"]. You have to learn what's important in the eyes of Hashem. Learn what's really important. That's the hachanah for Rosh Hashanah.


"And this is the one that I look at, someone who is of poor and humble spirit, and who trembles before My word" (Yeshai'ah 66:2). 

"Chareid"means Orthodox - a chareidi. If you're a frum Jew, that's what's important in the eyes of Hashem. It's not just אגב אורחא . You have to learn that. It's not enough to say it. You have say it so many times that you begin to believe it. The frum Jew is the most important thing in the eyes of Hashem.
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Rabbi Avigdor Miller


The Nobel Prize is not important. The Vice President is not important. Suppose they would offer you the Nobel Prize. It means nothing. And it would be a sakanah. It would make you crazy for nothing. Look what happened to Senator Lieberman. Now, Lieberman says that intermarriage is permissible. Can you imagine such a thing? He wants to be Vice-President and all of a sudden intermarriage is mutar. 

The idea of being Vice-President can turn any body's head. It's a סכנה. The Noble Prize is a סכנה. Because you're being chosen for what the world makes out to be important. But, Boruch Hashem, Hakodosh Boruch Hu says to us, "I have chosen you for something really important. I have made you my beloved ones." "בנים אתם להשם אלוקיכם." "You are my children," says Hashem. 

And knowing that, is the first step in preparing for Rosh Hashanah. And that should be enough for you to decide that you're going to do the will of Hashem. That's the הכנה for Rosh Hashanah - to think about what's important in the eyes of Hashem. To do the רצון השם according to what He told us in His Torah.
    Of course, in order to know that, you'll have to listen. People today don't know what Torah is. I'm speaking about the frumma. They don't know what the Torah is saying. You have to listen to what the Torah is teaching us and you have to know all the details. You have to learn the details as much as you can.


You can't do teshuva if you don't know which direction to turn. If a person wants to travel someplace, he has to have some details in order to set out. Say he leaves New York but he doesn't know which direction to go - North or South. It's not enough to just leave in your car and start driving out of the city. Where are you going to?! "לא ידע ללכת אל עיר." He doesn't know to which town he has to go to, to do teshuva. You have to know how to do teshuva. It's not an easy task. You have to learn what Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants from you. It's not enough to just rely on what you remember from your Rebbi in cheder. It's not enough to hear a drasha on Shabbos Shuva. You have to learn the details of developing a Torah mind.


So if you listen to Hakodosh Boruch Hu's words you'll succeed. And you'll find them in the Mesillas Yesharim. Mesillas Yesharim is an excellent guidebook. Chovos Ha'levavos is an excellent guidebook as well. Sha'arei Teshuva is a wonderful guidebook. You have to learn the seforim. And now is an excellent time to begin.


Don't say, "Someday I'll do it." Do it right now. Right now, because that's what Hashem wants from you. (Tape #E-247.)
Reprinted from the September 20, 2017 email of Toras Avigdor.
Don’t Procrastinate Forgiveness

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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One of the ways we get ready for Rosh Hashanah is with the saying of selichos. Starting with the early 1 A.M. Selichos last Motzoei Shabbos and then the challenging early morning selichoses, our minds are preoccupied with asking Hashem for selichah, forgiveness.

 It’s ironic that while we are busy cramming in as many petitions for forgiveness as possible between us and Hashem before Rosh Hashanah, we postpone asking for forgiveness from our fellow man until Erev Yom Kippur.  I’ve always thought that this was a mistake.

Why wait for our decree to be sealed and then have to ask for an appeal because we were judged harshly for our poor behavior with a spouse, a parent, a child, a sibling, a neighbor, a colleague, when we could have corrected the matter beforehand by asking for forgiveness during the days leading up to Rosh Hashanah?


I can only surmise that the custom of putting it off until Yom Kippur is because, the specter of Yom Kippur and the finality of it gives a person a better chance of having his request for forgiveness answered in a favorable vein. But, why not try before Rosh Hashanah?

If you fail, you can ask again before Yom Kippur. I remember how Rav Avigdor Miller, Zt”l, Zy”a, would vigorously recommend that one ask for forgiveness from their spouse before Yom Kippur.  He would say that once granted it would change a person’s life for the better for the upcoming year.  So let’s do it already before Rosh Hashanah and remember, if you want Hashem to forgive you, make sure to be forgiving to your loved ones. 


It is also a good time to think about those people that you haven’t gotten along with for years.  They don’t speak to you and you don’t give them the time of day. In Avos D’Rabbi Nosson, it says, “Azehu gibor? Ha’ose misono ohavo – Who is mighty?  He who makes out of an enemy a friend.”

So let’s flex our muscles and be the mighty one. Let’s bite the bullet and strike up a conversation with someone we haven’t spoken with in decades. When Hashem sees that we’ve gone into overdrive in the forgiving mode, He will in turn activate Divine forgiveness in our behalf. Such forgiveness promises all kinds of blessings for the year 5778.


When thinking about the business of mechilah, forgiveness, we should remember that the Gemora teaches us that even the holy day of Yom Kippur itself does not atone for sins between us and our fellow man unless we ask for forgiveness from the one we have wronged. Since there are many, many people who don’t have the personal courage to ask for forgiveness, we should take a step forward for the benefit of mankind to say meaningfully before Rosh Hashanah that we forgive anyone who has wronged us and we don’t want anyone to be punished because of us.

By doing this, who knows how many people we will save from suffering during the upcoming year?  With this meaningful mechilah declaration, we might spare someone from breaking an arm or a leg, losing a job, or getting an illness.
Hashem will take note of our kind intentions and treat us accordingly.


May we all have the strength and the wisdom to voice such a blanket mechilah, and in that merit may we all be blessed with ksiva v’chasima tova u’masuka, may we be written and sealed for a good and sweet year. May Hashem bless us all with the very best of years and the coming of Moshiach tzidkeinu, speedily in our days.


Please learn and daven for the refuah sheleima of Miriam Liba bas Devorah, b’soch shaar cholei Yisroel.

Reprinted from the September 18, 2017 website of The VUES.

The Shmuz on 
Rosh Hashanah

R’ Ben Tzion Shafier

Founder of TheShmuz.com
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 (Rosh Hashanah 32b) – “The Molochim asked HASHEM, “Why is it that the Jewish nation doesn’t sing Hallel on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur?” 


HASHEM answered them, “Is it possible that a king sits on the throne of judgment, with the books of life and death open in front of Him, and the Jewish Nation should sing?”

The Molochim’s position


Molochim (angels) see with a brilliant, piercing clarity. Having no physical limitations or impediments, they perceive reality to an extent that we mortals can only dream about. So then, why did the Molochim contend that the Jewish People should say Hallel on Rosh Hashanah? Isn’t obvious that the solemnity of the day makes it inappropriate to sing? What was the Molochim’s perspective, and what did HASHEM made clear to them? 

Issues of the day


The answer to this is based on a deeper understanding of Rosh Ha’Shanah. The Mishnah tells us that on Rosh Ha’Shanah, “Every occupant of the planet stands in front of HASHEM and is judged.” Small or great, young or old, from the most prestigious to the most simple, every human being is examined, and his fate for the coming year is decided. 


But it isn’t just individual lives that are examined. Global issues are also weighed, measured, and determined. Which nation will go to war? Which will enjoy peace? Which lands will experience prosperity and success? Which will suffer? Which new technologies will be brought to the marketplace? Which cures will be discovered? Which diseases will suddenly appear? Which epidemics will spread? Which dictator will refuse arm inspections, even though he doesn’t have weapons of mass destruction? And which will play the game, speaking words of hatred from the United Nations floor? All of the issues of the coming year are reviewed, assessed, and arbitrated. 


The headlines of the New York Times are written on Rosh Hashanah. But it isn’t only the headlines of the coming year that are written; every article, feature, and news scoop from the global down to the local is considered, appraised, and deliberated. 


There are many, many issues that affect the over six and half billion occupants of this planet. And every one of those issues is judged by HASHEM on this day. Hurricanes, typhoons, earthquakes, and famine, economic expanse and collapse. The issues of the day encompass the breadth of the human experience. The entire globe is one multi-dimensional chess game, and Hashem, the Ultimate Grand Master maps out the moves of the year to come.

Where we fit it


We, the Jews, are servants of HASHEM. We are his Chosen Nation, and He is our Master. And, as such, we are also fans of HASHEM. He is our King, are we are his people. During the course of the year, we suffer through the insolence, audacity and arrogance of a world that denies HASHEM’s sovereignty. This causes us pain and angst. During this time of year, however, we revel in the fact that HASHEM sits as Judge – He alone meeting out the fate of mankind. And so, we should feel a tremendous sense of joy, an outpouring of emotion, as we contemplate the magnificence of our Creator in His glory.


That is the Molochim’s position. From their lucid perspective, they see something missing. We wear Yom Tov clothing, we eat festive meals, and we bathe and shave in honor of the day. But, where is the singing out in joy?  Hallel should be a part of the davening. Yet it is noticeably absent. Why? If we understand the magnitude of this day, if we envision HASHEM sitting on the throne of judgment, we should be overcome with a sense of jubilation and wish to sing Hallel. 

HASHEM’s answer


Never the less, HASHEM answers the Molochim, “On a global level it is magnificent, but the judgment is on a personal level as well. Each person must recognize that, ‘My fate for the coming year is being decided. Will I live or die? Will I be healthy or sick? Will I enjoy great prosperity or not? The fate of family, and my community, is being decided. The human race is judged, and I too am a human. And so, it is inappropriate to sing on such a day.” 


However, both emotions should be present during this day. Great simcha as we experience HASHEM’s closeness, tempered with the awe that comes from understanding that our future and the future of all that is dear to us is being decided.


May HASHEM grant us a sweet, good year with health, happiness and success in all of our endeavors. 

Reprinted from the Parashat Nitzavim 5778 website of TheShmuz.com
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